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Checklist – Data required from AL Schools in 2008 
 

Week Collection How Description Checklist ...........��� �  

Week 2 Validation Reports Enter into ALIAS or 
forward to AL CDU 
(School’s choice) 

The Validation Report details all student assessments recorded in 
ALIAS during the current year.  It is used to identify any 
corrections and additions. 

Term 1: ...............�  
(Data for Term 4 2007) 
Term 2: ...............�  
(Data for Term 1 2008) 
Term 3: ...............�  
(Data for Term 2 2008) 
Term 4: ...............�  
(Data for Term 3 2008) 

Week 3 ALIAS ready for 2008 data entry AL CDU will notify schools 
when ALIAS is ready for 
entering 2008 data 

2007 student information will be maintained in ALIAS until 
Week 2 to enable 2007 validations. 

Ready for 2008 data 
collection: ..........�  

Week 5 ·  Participating Students 
(for schools not using the 
‘whole school approach’) 

·  Target Students 

·  Class Teachers 

Enter into ALIAS or 
forward to AL CDU 
(School’s choice) 

·  If your school uses the ‘whole school approach’, it is not 
necessary for you to identify participating students. 

·  You may choose to identify target students.  All Indigenous 
students in remote schools are considered to be target 
students. 

·  Recording the class teacher will assist the distribution of 
individual class and student reports. 

Term 1: ...............�  
Term 2: ...............�  
Term 3: ...............�  
Term 4: ...............�  

Week 10 Student Assessments 

·  WL 

·  IL and/or Torch 

Enter into ALIAS or 
forward to AL CDU 
(School’s choice) 

·  Record two or more WL assessments for each student each 
term. 

·  Record one or more IL or Torch assessments at the start of 
the program (or entry to school) and then annually (usually 
Term 4) 

Term 1: ...............�  
Term 2: ...............�  
Term 3: ...............�  
Term 4: ...............�  

More information  – contact Bruce Dunn on 0401 119 298 or bruce.dunn@cdu.edu.au or Michael Hall on 8946 6728 or michael.hall@cdu.edu.au. 
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Schedule Summary – Reporting provided by CDU during 2008 
 

Report Description Period Reported Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

Individual Student 
History 

Details student details, attendance, MAP 
and AL assessments for students 
enrolled in 2008 

Assessments 2001–08 
Attendance 2006-07 
MAP 2003–07 

Week 5 
(needs 2008 
enrolment data) 

  Week 9 
(if requested) 

Validation Reports Student Assessments 
Details all student assessments recorded 
in ALIAS during the current year. 

All data entered during 2008 Week 2 
(All data entered 
during 2007) 

Week 2 Week 2 Week 2 

 Class Teachers 
Details all teacher information recorded 
in ALIAS during the current year. 

Previous Term Week 2 Week 2 Week 2 Week 2 

Exception Reports Details all assessments that have 
unexpected values and may need 
updating. 

Previous Term Week 2 Week 2 Week 2 Week 2 

Class Assessment 
summaries 

Provides a summary of all recorded 
assessments for each class. 

2008 Year to Date  Week 3 Week 3 Week 3 
and Week 9 
(if requested) 

Individual Student 
Assessment summaries 

Provides a summary of each student’s 
AL assessments during the current year.  
Produced on request only. 

2008 Summary    Week 9 
(if requested) 

Analysis of Student 
Progress 

Analytical report that uses AL 
assessments to detail student progress 
for individual schools and all schools 
combined. 

2007 Summary February 2008   2008 Summary 
(February 2008) 
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Introduction 

Purpose 

This document details the requirements and schedule for data collection and reporting for NT 
schools participating in the National Accelerated Literacy Program (NALP) during 2008. 

ALIAS 

The Accelerated Literacy Information and Analysis System (ALIAS) data entry system 
facilitates the data collection, student outcome monitoring, summary-level reporting and 
educational research needs associated with NALP.  

ALIAS can be found at: http://www.alias.cdu.edu.au/ 

ALIAS System Objectives 
·  Enable classroom teachers to enter relevant data and monitor student outcomes 

·  Assist NALP coordinators and project staff to monitor progress  

·  Fulfil regular summary-level reporting requirements and ad-hoc queries from the 
education jurisdictions.  

·  Generate appropriate datasets for education, pedagogic and economic research. 

Other Program Objectives 
·  Establish procedures and protocols for educational jurisdictions to undertake summary-

level reporting and ad-hoc analyses.  

·  Establish procedures and protocols to enable the efficient provision of appropriate datasets 
for general and specific research activities.  

·  Develop and implement supporting documents and procedures, including data access and 
ownership protocols, and standard information definitions with associated business rules.  

ALIAS User Guide 

Copies of the ALIAS User Guide are available from Bill Begg (bill.begg@nt.gov.au) or Michael 
Hall (michael.hall@cdu.edu.au). 

Student Enrolment and Demographic Information 

Student enrolment, demographic and attendance information will be obtained from the DEET 
Enrolment and Attendance collections that are extracted from the Centris module of SAMS 
(Student Administration and Management System). 

Please note that ALIAS uses student and class information extracted from SAMS each week.  
That is, information entered into SAMS will be available in ALIAS at the start of the following 
week. 
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Figure 1 ALIAS Diagram 
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Data Entry 

The data entry component of ALIAS is a web-enabled application that can be accessed, with 
appropriate security, from any Internet connection.  This is so that data entry can be undertaken 
by teachers, school administration staff, coordinators or CDU data entry staff.  Individual 
schools can decide which of these methods they use during 2008. 

Figure 2 ALIAS Student Data Entry Screen 
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Data required from AL Schools 

1.  Participating Students 

Definition: Participating students are those that are receiving literacy instruction using the 
Accelerated Literacy methodology. 

Primary Schools 

All primary schools currently participating in the AL program are using the ‘whole school 
approach’.  This means that all students, excluding pre-school students, will be considered to be 
participating in the AL program. 

Secondary Schools 

Currently all secondary schools are not using the ‘whole school approach’. Therefore, most 
secondary school students participating the AL program will be identified by their class or 
period description (ie Accelerated Literacy 1, Accelerated Literacy B or Accelerated Literacy - 
Jones).  This method will not work for schools that have not implemented the SAMS timetable 
module. These, schools will need to identify participating students individually using the data 
entry section of ALIAS. 

Wherever possible, participating students will be identified using information from the 
Enrolment and Attendance Collections, which is currently extracted from the Centris module of 
SAMS. 

Figure 3 ALIAS Data Entry Screen for Participating and Targeted Students 
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2.  Target Students 

Definition: Target students are those that have been assessed to be two or more reading 
and/or comprehension year levels below the expected level for their age. 

All Indigenous students in remote area NALP schools are considered to be target students. 

Schools are required to identify target students using the data entry section of ALIAS. 

Where a student has been identified as a target student, this identification will remain for the rest 
of the school year. 

3.  Student Assessments 

The strategies for assessing the literacy development of students in AL schools will be detailed 
in the NALP Assessment Booklet.  The following information provides an outline of the 
assessment requirements, however, we recommend you check the NALP Assessment Booklet. 

Figure 4 School-level Student Assessments to be recorded in ALIAS 

Name of 
Assessment 

Group Timeline Administered by Recorded in 

Oral reading 
assessment: IL 

Years 1 – 12 

(individually) 

Pre program or on 
entry to school. 

Then annually (at 
beginning and end of 
year) 

School Coordinator/ 
Project Coordinator 

ALIAS and 
AL Assessment 
Folder (at school)  

Oral reading 
assessment: WL 

All students 

(individually) 

Twice per text 
(minimum) 

Class teacher ALIAS and 
AL Assessment 
Folder (at school) 

TORCH Students with 
an IL of Year 4 
or above. 

(whole class) 

Pre program or on 
entry to school. 

Then annually (at 
beginning and end of 
year) 

Class Teacher/ School 
Coordinator/ Project 
Coordinator 

ALIAS and 
AL Assessment 
Folder (at school) 

Individual Reading Levels (IL) are conducted using texts from the PM Benchmark Kit 2, which 
can be obtained from Nelson Thomson Learning: http://www.thomsonlearning.com.au or email 
nelson@tomsonlearning.com.au. For more information please see the assessment pack. 

Schools will need to obtain a copy of the TORCH Teacher Manual, multiple copies of the re-
useable test booklet and answer sheets for each of the tests, in order to administer TORCH. 
These are available from the Australian Council for Educational Research: 
http://shop.acer.edu.au/acer-shop/group/FT. 
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School-level assessments for oral reading and reading comprehension of individual students are 
to be recorded in ALIAS.  Schools determine whether this information is entered directly into 
ALIAS at the school or it is forwarded to AL CDU for data entry. 

Figure 5 ALIAS Data Entry Screen for Student Assessments 

 

CDU will undertake data entry for student assessments at the end of each school term and will 
forward Validation Reports to the schools at the completion of data entry.  The Validation 
Reports will detail all student assessments recorded during the current school year. 

4.  Class Teachers 

Definition: The class teacher is the teacher that is mostly responsible for delivering literacy 
instruction to the students in the class. 

This information is recorded for each term.  Where a class has more than one teacher during the 
term, please record the teacher mostly responsible during that term. 
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Schools are responsible for recording this information and may choose to enter this information 
directly into ALIAS or to forward it to AL CDU for data entry. 

Figure 6 ALIAS Data Entry Screen for Class Teachers 
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Reporting to Schools provided by CDU 

1.  Validation Reports 

Student Assessments 

At the completion of data entry each term, CDU will forward a Validation Report of student 
assessments to each school.  This report will detail all student assessments that have been 
recorded in ALIAS. It will include all student assessments regardless of where data entry was 
undertaken. 

Figure 7 Sample Validation Report – Student Assessments 

 

Any corrections, additions or deletions identified on the Validation Reports can either be 
corrected on ALIAS or forwarded to AL CDU for updating during the next round of data entry 
(ie the end of the following term). 

Class Teachers 

Each term, CDU will forward a Validation Report of class teachers to each school.  This report 
will detail all class teachers that have been recorded in ALIAS. 

Any corrections, additions or deletions identified on the Validation Reports can be corrected on 
ALIAS. 
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2.  Individual Student Assessment History 

During Term 1, CDU will forward an Individual Student Assessment History report for each 
student identified as participating in the AL program. 

These reports will summarise each student’s  

·  demographic details  

·  attendance rate by term for 2005 (from SAMS – DEET schools only) 

·  IL, WL and Torch assessments (from ALIAS) 

·  MAP Literacy assessments (from DEET) 

For students that have changed schools, their attendance and assessment information from their 
previous schools will be included where possible. 

Figure 8 Sample Individual Student History Report 

 

Please note that these reports are dependent on consistent use of the unique student identifier 
from SAMS (ie UPN = Unique Pupil Number) to combine student information from the various 
data collections. 
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3.  Individual Student Assessment Summaries 

At the completion of the school year, an Individual Student Assessment Summaries will be 
produced for each student participating in the AL program during the year.  This report will 
summarise all AL assessments (WL, IL and Torch) recorded during the year and will report in 
terms of success at reading year levels.  It will also calculate actual progress (in reading year 
levels) and progress rate (in reading year levels per year) for IL and Torch. 

These reports will be produced and distributed to schools if requested. 

The format and content of these reports will be reviewed during 2008. 
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4.  Analysis of Student Progress 

The Analysis of Student Progress – NT Accelerated Literacy Schools uses the student assessment 
data (IL and Torch) collected during the year to report progress for students participating in the 
AL program.  It contains discussion relating to inclusions, business rules, concept definitions, 
student progress measures, and the completeness and validity of data and performance measures. 

In particular, it provides summary-level statistics and discussion relating to the following topics. 

·  Valid Assessment Records 

·  Assessment Consolidation 

·  Assessment Sequence 

·  Student Progress 

·  Student Progress Rates 

Measuring Student Progress 

Student progress is measured by the change in assessed reading year levels during the time 
period. 

Table 4 shows the score associated with each assessed reading level.  This score enables a value 
to be derived for student progress. 

Figure 9 Reading Level Scores for Measuring Student Progress 

Assessment Assessed Level Score 

Unsuccessful at Transition 0 

Successful at Transition 0.5 

Year 1 1 

Year 2 2 

Year 3 3 

Year 4 4 

Year 5 5 

Year 6 6 

Year 7 7 

Year 8 8 

Year 9 9 

 

Unsuccessful at Year 1 – 9 gives an unknown assessment result. 

 

Figure 10 Examples of Student Progress Measures 

Assessment 1 Assessment 2 Progress (levels) 
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Year 1 Year 4 3 

Kinder Year 2 1.5 

Unsuccessful at 
Transition Year 5 5 

Year 3 Unsuccessful at Year 5 Unknown 

 

Time Period 

A school term is considered to be a quarter of the school year and is the smallest time period 
used.  Each student has at most one assessment record per term for each assessment type.  
Elapsed time is calculated as the number of terms between assessments. 
For example, from Term 1 2005 to Term 3 2006 is considered to be 6 terms or 1.5 years.  
However, from Term 1 to Term 4 is considered to be 4 terms. 

Rate of Student Progress 

The rate of student progress is determined by calculating the ratio of the change in assessed 
reading levels and the time period elapsed. 

)(
)(

yearselapsedtime
levelsyearreadingprogressstudent

rateprogressStudent =  

where student progress is the change in assessed reading levels measured in year levels, and the 
time elapsed is measured in years. 

For example, a student has the following IL assessments 
 2005 - Term1 - Year 2 
 2008 - Term 3 - Year 6 

Student progress is 4 year levels and time elapsed is 6 terms (or 1.5 years). 

Student progress rate  = 4 year levels 
         1.5 years 

   = 2.7 

That is, the student’s progress rate is 2.7 reading year levels per year. 

Note: 1 reading year level per year is considered to be normal. 

 

 

Figure 11 Sample Student Progress Rates 

School 
Number of 

Students 

Number of Students with 
one or more valid 

assessment sequences for 
IL and/or TORCH Student Progress Rate 

School A xx xx xx.x 
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School B xx xx xx.x 

    

Total xx xx xx.x 

 

 


